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naturally acquire a functioning English vocabulary. This
was the procedure followed in the case of a German boy
whose reading in a progressive American school was natu-
rally below the average. For a time no special attention
was given to the reading per se, but provision was made
for his participation in class discussion, group work, and
group recreation. The role of bilingualism in lowering the
intelligence quotient has probably been exaggerated22 and
retardation attributed to bilingualism per se may frequently
have been due to other factors associated with the foreign
home.
Sentence Development. —Ability to carry on a conversa-
tion and to give a connected account of some experience
improves during the primary period. Children should talk.
In group activities children are naturally motivated to ex-
press themselves clearly and forcefully. Long sentences ap-
pear to be evoked when a stimulating situation is presented.
The maximum language development is attained when a
gifted child reacts to a stimulating environment. Especially
with the older primary child there is a positive relationship
between length of remark and intelligence quotient.
When a child uses a long sentence, he seems to be putting forth
his very best effort to express a complicated idea. For this reason
long sentences should constitute a valuable measure of maximum
ability in the use of language.23
Only children appear to be more talkative and to use a
larger number of different words than children with brothers
and sisters. One group of unselected children 24 added ap-
proximately 1.2 words per month to their vocabulary while
only children added the following numbers: 25
 22	H. S. Hill, "Correlation between I.Q.'s of Bilinguals at Different Ages on
Different Intelligence Tests/' School and Society, XLIV (July, 1936), 89-90.
 23	Edith A. Davis, "Mean Sentence Length Compared with Long and Short
Sentences as a Reliable Measure of Language Development,'* Child Develop-
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